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hometown of Flint, Michigan. On May 21,
1998, Mrs. Shari Lambert will be the guest of
honor as family and friends gather to celebrate
her retirement after 25 years of dedicated pub-
lic service.

Shari Lambert has never once hesitated to
reach out and help someone in need. Since
1974, she has worked for the Michigan Em-
ployment Security Commission, now known as
the Michigan Unemployment Agency. Most re-
cently, Shari worked as Manager for the Agen-
cy’s Flint branch.

For 25 years, Shari has worked with thou-
sands of individuals, ensuring that each one
was set on the road toward prosperous and
gainful employment. Her dedication to being
an active public servant set a positive tone in
each branch of the Michigan Employment Se-
curity Commission, as well as its successor,
the Michigan Unemployment Agency. She has
served as a role model for efficiency, compas-
sion, and fairness. Many Michigan residents
owe their ability to provide for themselves and
others to Shari’s influence.

In addition to her work with the Unemploy-
ment Agency, Shari serves as a member of
several Workforce Development Boards, such
as the Career Alliance Board, Greater Pontiac
Area Consortium Board, and Macomb/St. Clair
Board. She can also be found working with
groups within Macomb County such as Growth
Alliance, the Private Industry Council, the
School to Work/Tech Prep Board, the Human
Services Coordination Body, the Macomb
County Economic Club, and the Central
Macomb Chamber of Commerce. She has
also been a member of the Flint Chamber of
Commerce, and is a past president of the
Michigan chapter of the International Associa-
tion of Personnel in Employment Security.

Mr. Speaker, many people, not only in the
city of Flint, have been granted a new lease
on life because of the dedication of Shari
Lambert. As it is our duty to preserve and pro-
tect the quality and dignity of life for our con-
stituents, let us remember that our task is
made easier by people like Shari. I ask my
colleagues in the 106th Congress to join me in
acknowledging the accomplishments of Shari
Lambert. We owe her a debt of gratitude.
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Thursday, May 20, 1999
Mr. WEINER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to

invite my colleagues to pay tribute to Revital-
ization of the Southern Area of the Slope
(ROSAS) on the occasion of its Community
Service Awards Banquet.

The members of ROSAS have long been
known for their commitment to community
service and to enhancing the quality of life for
all New York City residents.

This banquet is not only a festive hap-
pening, it is a chance for all of us to celebrate
and pay tribute to a group of individuals who
have dedicated their lives to helping others.
This year’s honorees truly represent the best
of what our community has to offer.

Simon Brooking is the President of the 6th
Avenue & 15th Street Community Garden and

a former ROSAS board member. He is a
staunch advocate for community green
spaces, composting and ROSAS’ anti graffiti
campaign. His painting company, The Flying
Scotsman, helped art teacher Alison Conte
and local children create a mural on 14th
Street and 5th Avenue in Brooklyn. Simon and
his wife Sheila have built a partnership with
the Sierra Club to promote organic waste
composting. Perhaps the Garden’s greatest
gift is providing area children with the oppor-
tunity to express themselves through their gar-
dening and artistic talents. The Children’s Cre-
ative Workshop, now entering its fourth year,
is one such program that is available to Park
Slope’s children.

Carolyn Greer has spent the last four and a
half years with New York State Senator Marty
Markowitz and has lived up to the Senator’s
mandate that his staff be responsive to the
needs of his constituents. As the Senator’s Di-
rector of Community Programming, she han-
dled complaints, responded to issues and
identified and addressed community needs.
Carolyn Greer is a founding member of South
Brooklyn Hockey, which has ice and roller
teams, and serves on the board of the Rus-
sian American Kids Circus. She is the author
of the PS 321 Newsletter and is the founder
of the PS 321 Holiday Helper Project, an an-
nual drive for new clothes that are donated
anonymously to several hundred needy public
school children.

As ROSAS’ Co-President in 1993 and 1994,
Roger C. Melzer documented the extensive
damage being done to Prospect Park by unre-
stricted barbequing, organized community
meetings to discuss the problem and worked
to have regulations and enforcement imposed.
He remains a strong advocate for more en-
forcement, better maintenance and more cap-
ital funding to preserve the natural aspects of
Prospect Park. As a twenty-year resident of
Park Slope, Roger has been a regular partici-
pant at Community Boards 6 and 7 meetings
where his focus has been to ensure that city
agencies provide service to residents in Park
Slope and Windsor Terrace and to facilitate
new initiatives as a means of resolving neigh-
borhood problems.

All of today’s honorees have long been
known as innovators and beacons of good will
to all those with whom they come in contact.
Through their dedicated efforts, they have
each helped to improve my constituents’ qual-
ity of life. In recognition of their many accom-
plishments on behalf of my constituents, I offer
my congratulations on their being honored by
ROSAS.
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Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my-

self and Representative MCDERMOTT, I am
pleased today to introduce the fourth bill in my
Medicare modernization package: permanent
competitive bidding authority. As with the other
bills in this series, competitive bidding will
save money for Medicare, while also improv-
ing the quality of health services provided to

Medicare beneficiaries. These modernizations
are a template for meaningful Medicare reform
that allows us to avoid radical, untried theories
that could endanger the program’s future.

The promise of managed care is coordi-
nated, comprehensive, cost-effective health
services. Medicare+Choice plans are not cur-
rently living up to this promise. For some time
now, Medicare has over-paid
Medicare+Choice plans. Current overpay-
ments are estimated to cost Medicare and tax-
payers $2 to $3 billion per year. This is be-
cause Medicare+Choice has attracted only the
healthiest beneficiaries—people who would
have cost next to nothing had they stayed in
the traditional fee-for-service plan—leaving a
much sicker population in the traditional pro-
gram.

In addition, managed care plans are
disenrolling beneficiaries who need expensive
services, such as heart surgery, and then re-
enrolling the beneficiary after the fee-for-serv-
ice plan has paid the bill. The OIG estimates
that in 1991 through 1996, Medicare spent
$224 million for inpatient services furnished to
beneficiaries within three months of their
disenrollment. Had these beneficiaries not
disenrolled, Medicare could have spent only
$20 million in capitation payments. That’s
$204 million in savings Medicare could have
realized. ‘‘Cherry picking’’ such as this has
forced fee-for-service costs to rise.

Because Medicare+Choice payments are
tied to fee-for-service cost, rather than the ac-
tual cost of providing care to beneficiaries en-
rolled in managed care, Medicare continues to
over-pay health plans. De-linking
Medicare+Choice payments from the fee-for-
service program will enable Medicare to pay a
more realistic price for managed care serv-
ices. Fostering greater competition through
competitive bidding will help to achieve this
goal.

Competitive bidding would take place in
both the managed care and fee-for-service
Medicare programs. Under this bill, the Sec-
retary of DHHS would have the explicit author-
ity to select items, services, and geographic
areas to be included in a bidding or negotia-
tion process based on the availability of pro-
viders and the potential to achieve savings. To
protect quality, the bill would require that pro-
viders meet specified quality standards in
order to participate in the bidding process.

Competitive bidding is almost universal
throughout the private sector and in many
other areas of government contracting. How-
ever, HCFA is still forced to go through tor-
tured demonstration processes to ‘‘test’’ this
basic tool of capitalism.

At this moment, HCFA is trying to get three
competitive bidding demonstration projects off
the ground: two Medicare+Choice demonstra-
tions, one in Phoenix and one in Saint Louis;
and one fee-for-service demonstration for du-
rable medical equipment (DME). Unfortu-
nately, the industry is blocking HCFA’s attempt
because they know that competitive bidding
will force them to charge a more realistic
price. This is not about cutting services to
beneficiaries or lowering quality standards. It’s
about helping the taxpayer so that society has
the money to improve Medicare for everyone
while extending the life of the program. Com-
petitive bidding can work. It has worked in the
public and private sectors for centuries. We
should make it work for Medicare too.
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